
   

 

  
 

1451 Rockville Pike, Suite 650, Rockville, MD 20852 | 301-634-7178 | aaiinfo@aai.org | aai.org 

 

 

 
 

Submission by The American Association of Immunologists (AAI)  

to the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)  

Request for Information (RFI): Inviting Comments and Suggestions on NIAID’s Strategic Plan 

 

May 24, 2024 

 

Introduction 

 

The American Association of Immunologists (AAI

/#gsc.tab=0
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-AI-24-032.html




   

 

  
 

1451 Rockville Pike, Suite 650, Rockville, MD 20852 | 301-634-7178 | aaiinfo@aai.org | aai.org 



   

 

  
 

1451 Rockville Pike, Suite 650, Rockville, MD 20852 | 301-634-7178 | aaiinfo@aai.org | aai.org 

 

While AAI appreciates that the category of “immune-mediated diseases” covers a broad range of 

conditions, AAI recommends that NIAID specifically mention autoimmunity/autoimmune diseases and 

chronic inflammatory diseases in its stated research priorities, especially given the fact that autoimmune 

diseases are the fifth leading cause of death in women younger than 65.7 In addition, AAI suggests adding 

“inborn errors of immunity” to this priority. NIAID may also consider prioritizing research aimed at 

understanding the common underlying mechanisms of autoimmunity and chronic inflammatory diseases 

and applying that knowledge to prevention and treatment. For all listed conditions in priority 4, AAI 

believes NIAID should include advancing the foundational knowledge of disease, rather than just the 

application of knowledge to develop and enhance intervention strategies.  

 

In addition, AAI encourages NIH to increase research on alterations in the immune response in 

individuals with Down syndrome, including interferonopathies, autoimmune diseases, increased 

susceptibility to infections, and impaired responses to some vaccines, among other challenges. Further 

understanding the immune disease spectrum in Down syndrome is of the utmost importance to advancing 

the well-being of this vulnerable population and can also provide invaluable insight for other populations. 

To that end, AAI also encourages appropriate inclusivity in research and clinical trial design.  

 

AAI supports NIAID’s emphasis on applying cutting-edge technologies and engineering approaches like 

cell-based therapies for cancer to diseases affecting or affected by the immune system, including asthma 
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affecting immune cells and patterns of vector-borne infectious diseases; and sustained pollution playing a 

significant role in exacerbation of allergy and asthma. 
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