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The American Association of Immunologists (AAI), the nation·V�ODUJHVW�SURIHVVLRQDO�association of research 
scientists and physicians who are dedicated to understanding the immune system through basic, translation- 
al, and clinical research, respectfully submits this testimony regarding fiscal year (FY) 2022 appropriations 
for the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  AAI recommends an appropriation of $52 billion for NIH 
for FY 2022, including at least $46.1 
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SARS-CoV-2 will be essential to protecting against other infectious diseases and a future pandemic.  
 
Last year, I testified that there was no approved vaccine against SARS-CoV-2, but that NIH-funded research 
conducted on other causative pathogens in recent epidemics, including SARS and MERS, had made possible 
the rapid development of vaccine candidates against SARS-CoV-2.2  Since then, three vaccine candidates 
have received an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and 
two will be considered soon for licensure.3  AAI is confident that previously conducted research, together 
with new research now being urgently pursued, will result in additional vaccines and treatments to prevent 
and/or reduce both the lethality of, and long-term symptoms caused by, COVID-19. 

 
NIH: The Essential Role of the Nation’s Leading Biomedical Research Agency   

 
As the QDWLRQ·V�PDjor funding agency for biomedical research, NIH is an indispensable scientific leader both 
in the U.S. and around the world.  The steward of nearly $43 billion in federal funds, NIH distributes more 
than 80% of its budget via a competitive peer review process to more than 300,000 researchers at ~2,500 
universities, medical schools, and other research institutions across the nation and internationally.4  About 
10% of its budget supports ~6,000 additional researchers and clin612 792 re
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immunologic research, support meritorious scientists at all career stages, and help scientists discover new 
ways to prevent, treat, and cure deadly and debilitating diseases that afflict people in the U.S. and 
throughout the world.  

https://www.who.int/immunization/global_vaccine_action_plan/GVAP_doc_2011_2020/en/
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/diseases-conditions/coronaviruses
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-initiate-rolling-submission-biologics
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-initiate-rolling-submission-biologics
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/budget
https://report.nih.gov/award/index.cfm
https://irp.nih.gov/about-us/research-campus-locations
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/NIHs-Role-in-Sustaining-the-U.S.-Economy-FINAL-3.23.21.pdf
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/NIHs-Role-in-Sustaining-the-U.S.-Economy-FINAL-3.23.21.pdf
https://directorsblog.nih.gov/2018/02/27/basic-research-building-a-firm-foundation-for-biomedicine/

