September 10, 2018

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate
S-230, US Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Speaker, U.S. House of
Representatives

H-232 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Democratic Leader, U.S. Senate
S-221, US Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Democratic Leader, U.S. House of
Representatives

H-204, US Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Democratic Leader Schumer, Speaker Ryan, and

Democratic Leader Pelosi:

On behalf of the millions of patients throughout the nation and around the world, as well



donated fetal tissue has been critical for understanding how Zika virus crosses the
placenta and impacts human brain development. The insights gained through studies of
Zika virus in human fetal tissue are already guiding the development of therapies to
prevent transmission of the virus. These examples illustrate how legislation that limits
human fetal tissue research would hinder the development of critical new treatments
and potentially cost lives.

Fetal tissue was also essential for the development of a therapy to prevent the
transmission of HIV (Truvada). There are clinical trials underway using cells from fetal
tissue as treatments for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), spinal cord injury, and



Human fetal tissue research is thus critical to addressing important questions in
biomedical research, and for the development of new therapies. Legal and ethical
frameworks that are already in place ensure appropriate oversight, and that human fetal
tissue is obtained legally and with donor consent. We urge you to oppose restrictions to
this research and to support the families who are relying on biomedical research to
develop new treatments for diseases that affect millions of people around the world.

Sincerely,
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